
 

 

 

 
 

1 

In the pink … the Cripps Pink variety of apple was developed by 
DAFWA but most people recognise it as Pink Lady™. 

DAFWA’s plant research bears fruit 
 
You might not realise it, but when you buy a pot plant from a nursery, the variety you pick might just be 
the result of intellectual property developed by researchers at the Department of Agriculture and 
Food WA (DAFWA). 
 
And if you buy a bag of pasture seed or lupins from a farm supply business, there’s a good chance it 
has been developed by, or with, DAFWA. 

 
“The IP that the Department creates includes plant varieties, such as 
grains, legumes, horticulture, and floriculture,” says Katherine Smart, a 
commercialisation officer with DAFWA. 
 
“We also have registered trademarks and software, especially around 
modelling. We also have patents and generate copyright material. 
 
Probably the best-known example of DAFWA’s handiwork is the Cripps 

Pink apple, which has become an international success story. 
 
The Cripps Pink variety was bred by, and is owned and managed by DAFWA. 
 
However, most people would recognise it as Pink Lady™, the world-renowned trademark which is 
owned and managed in more than 70 countries by Apple and Pear Australia Limited. 
 
To manage its IP assets, DAFWA has three commercialisation officers. 
 
“We’re responsible for protecting the IP, whether it’s plant breeders’ rights or a trademark or patent,” 
says Smart. 
 
“We generate commercialisation plans, which are like a business plan, which summarises what the IP 
is, how it’s been developed, what it costs to develop and a process or procedure for commercialising 
it moving forward.” 
 
Revenue 
Smart says most of research carried 
out by DAFWA is jointly funded. 
 
“So we are also responsible for 
collecting royalty revenues and 
distributing that revenue back to the 
equity partners who funded the 
project,” she says. 
 
The key to managing the agency’s IP 
assets is a custom-built database. 
 

“It tracks the whole process from 
the beginning when a document 
first crosses our desk,” explains 
Smart. 
 
“If an IP item is created, it then gets linked back to the document that it came from. 
 
“It records equity divisions between parties, it records money that comes in and costs that go out, and 
it records any distributions that are made. 
 

“Over the past 10 or 12 
years, there are more 
than 150 plant varieties 
which have been 

licensed by DAFWA.” 
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“So you can find out how much money has been generated by a particular plant over a particular 
period, or how much we’ve had to pay or distribute.” 
 
“We’ve currently got about 380 IP items identified in our database but not all of those can be 
commercialised.” 
 
(For more information on DAFWA, go to www.agric.wa.gov.au)  
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