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Mr Bob Becher with equipment to undertake the Becher Process which 
is a breakthrough in the mineral sands industry.  Image supplied by 
Department of Mines and Petroleum. 

Developing IP for use in industry 
 
The Becher Process is a good example of the public sector developing intellectual property that can 
be utilised by industry, thus helping create jobs and earn export dollars. 
 
In 1996, the Western Australian Government recognised Becher’s extraordinary achievements by 
naming the State’s mineral processing laboratory after him, the R.G. Becher Building on the campus 
of Curtin University in Bentley. 
 

The then Department of 
Minerals and Energy also 
honoured Becher in a video it 
made and distributed to high 
schools in WA – Bob Becher: 
the Power of One. 
 
The video describes Becher as 
a legend and visionary who 
was able to revolutionise the 
mineral sands industry. 
 
“I think the idea to was 
encourage high school kids to 
feel that no matter what they 
could achieve something,” 
recalls Wendy McCallum, the 
elder of Becher’s two 
daughters. 

 
“It was to inspire kids to have a 
go.” 
 
Another example of Becher’s 

ingenuity is when he left the public sector to become the research manager at Midland Brick in Perth. 
 
“He came home and said: ‘I reckon they’ve been making bricks the wrong way’,” recalls Wendy. 
 
“Our response was: ‘Oh Dad, for goodness sake, they’ve been making bricks for 2,000 years, I reckon 
they’d know what they were doing.” 
 
It turns out Becher was right. There was a problem with the new line of cream bricks being developed, 
where the colour would stain. 
 
“He worked out that if you put sugar in it, it stops the staining coming out, so the sugar people were 
very happy too, because he found another process which used sugar,” says Wendy. 
 
It was another example of a man who was full of ideas, and solutions. 
 
“If there was a problem of any kind, he had a solution that hardly anyone else had thought of and you 
would stop and think ‘Why didn’t I think of that?’” says Jill Hawkes, Becher’s other daughter. 
 
Apart from the building and the video, there were numerous other accolades for Becher. 
 
He received the Order of Australia in 1988 and he won the Clunies Ross National Science and 
Technology Award in 1992. 
 
The citation for that award pointed out that he had made an unparalleled contribution to Australia’s  
mineral processing industry and the Becher Process “has created an industry bringing in hundreds of 
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millions of dollars of added value each year in a process which is remarkably environmentally 
friendly”. 
 
And in 1993, Murdoch University awarded Becher a degree of Doctor of Science. Dr Becher AO died in 
1997 at the age of 83. 
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