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To Whom it may concern 

We agree with the government’s intention of adopting the PCA to enhance plumbing standards in the 

state. The scope covered by the PCA is much more in depth than the current regulations but there are 

other major issues faced by plumbers in the industry today.  

Having read the proposal we would like to highlight one major thing that affects how we go about our 

business and carry out our work. 

We feel that the knowledge of many so called hydraulic consultants that practice here in WA is minimal. 

 

 Reasons for this include but are not limited to 

 

 Lack of industry knowledge 

Lack of proper plumbing qualifications i.e. apprentice, tradesman and plumbing contractor. 

No site knowledge of how things happen in the real world and not from behind a desk. 

Lack of communication with plumbers on site. 

The my way or no way attitude of hydraulic consultants. 

We have had many disagreements with consultants on site when we have been trying to do the right thing 

in accordance with plumbing regulations and conditions of our licence and are frequently told that the 

consultant is correct. The cause of this is more than likely the working relationship between the clients 

superintendent (architect) and the hydraulic consultant. Many times a licensed plumbing contractor is not 

involved. 

When the problems are highlighted (normally half way through the project) one of 2 things happen . It is 

either put back to the plumber to resolve or a huge variation is required to resolve the issue. 

We could go on and on but to sum up the hydraulic consultant’s in WA lack in knowledge and this causes 

major headaches on projects for plumbers. 

We feel that hydraulic consultants should be made responsible for their drawings and have to certify them. 

 Regards 

Andy warburton PL7325 

Mark speakman  PL 8207 


