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  Checklists for tree loppers 
and gardening services 

 

 

Introduction  
In 2014/2015, WorkSafe is conducting an inspection campaign focusing on tree loppers and gardening services.  The 
campaign is aimed at improving safety and health within the industry.  This campaign was initiated because tree work 
is hazardous.  Every year people working in this industry are killed or receive serious injuries.  

The tree lopping and gardening services industry is full of hazards ranging from the tree itself, to the weather, the 
terrain, difficult sites in which tree work is carried out, plant and machinery involved and other factors, such as the 
work in the vicinity of power lines.  This publication is a practical guide and will assist you with identifying occupational 
safety and health (OSH) issues and meeting the requirements of OSH legislation. 
 

What issues are covered in the checklists? 
A checklist has been developed which may assist you assess your workplace prior to being visited by an inspector. The 
checklist is included in this publication. 

Issues covered by the checklists include: 

 General safety  

 Traffic management 

 Personal protective equipment  

 Elevated work platforms 

 Tree climbing 

 Wood chippers 

 Chain saws 

 Machinery and plant 

 Manual tasks and slips, trips and falls;  

 Hazardous substances 

 Noise 

 Electricity

Further information can be obtained by contacting WorkSafe on 1300 307 877 or by visiting the website at 
www.worksafe.wa.gov.au 
 

What is a risk assessment? 
The occupational safety and health laws require risk assessments to be carried out.   

A risk assessment is the process of determining whether there is a risk associated with an identified hazard, that is, whether 
there is any likelihood of injury or harm. The process should include consultation with people involved in the task, as well as 
consideration of the, experience and training of the operator, individual tasks to be performed and the length of time the 
operator is exposed to the identified hazards. 
 

How do I use these checklists? 
1. Use the checklists in this newsletter to inspect your workplace. You may see other hazards as you are going 

through – add them to the checklist. 
2. Anything that you have ticked ‘No’ or added to the list needs to be fixed. So, look at each hazard using the 

table below to prioritise identified hazards.  

Risk rating table – for working out level of risk Use the vertical and horizontal columns to consider both the likelihood of injury or 

harm to health and the consequences to work out the level of risk  

Likelihood of injury or harm 

to health 

Consequences of any injuries or harm to health 

Insignificant eg no 
injuries 

Moderate eg first aid Major eg extensive 
injuries 

Catastrophic eg death 

Very likely High Extreme Extreme Extreme 

Likely Moderate High Extreme Extreme 

Moderate Low High Extreme Extreme 

Unlikely Low Moderate High Extreme 

Highly unlikely (rare) Low Moderate High High 

 
Risk assessment is a 'best estimate' on the basis of available information. It is important the responsible person undertaking a risk assessment has 
the necessary information, knowledge and experience of the work environment and work process, or such a person is involved. 

 

3. If the hazard falls into ‘high’ or ‘extreme’, based on your view of how likely it is someone will get hurt and what 

level of injury could happen, then you need to fix it straight away.  

If it is lower down in the table – moderate or low – then plan when you will fix it.   

 

Remember hazards have to be controlled – you can’t ignore them.  

http://www.worksafe.wa.gov.au/
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Elevating work platforms – safety precautions 

Selection of an appropriate type of Elevating Work Platform (EWP) should be made following consideration of:  

 type of work to be carried out;  

 available space and access to the area; 

 height and reach of the unit; 

 safe working load of the unit; 

 existing ground conditions; and  

 existence of any electrical hazards such as power lines. 

Safety precautions that should be taken include: 

 operator and personnel are appropriately trained and familiar with the EWP;  

 the EWP is checked for operational safety prior to use;  

 the support surface for the EWP is free of penetrations and is preferably flat;  

 pneumatic tyres are in good condition and free of defects;   

 any travel when the platform is raised is in accordance with the manufacturer's recommendations;  

 harnesses are connected and worn at all times if a boom-type EWP is used; and  

 do not climb in or out of the platform while the EWP is elevated. 
 
Persons operating boom-type EWPs with a boom length of 11 metres or more must hold a WP Class High Risk Work 
Licence.  Use a safety harness on elevating work platform - Harnesses help prevent people from sustaining 
serious injuries when working at heights and play an integral role in emergency rescue. 
 

Working near power lines 

Serious and fatal incidents have occurred while workers have been carrying out vegetation control work. These 
incidents have resulted in: 

 the injury or death of workers; 

 damage to overhead power lines; and 

 disruption to electricity supply. 
 

Requirements for working near live overhead power lines 

Regulation 3.64 of the Occupational Safety and Health Regulations 1996, requires employers and self-employed 
persons to ensure that employees or any plant or material used or controlled by an employee does not enter the 
danger zone of an overhead power line.  Exceptions to this rule exist if there is proof that the overhead power line has 
been adequately insulated and effectively cordoned off or the employee is authorised to carry out electrical work 
under the Electricity Act 1945.   Under the OSH Regulations, the “danger zone” includes anywhere: 

 closer than 0.5 metres to a live insulated overhead power line of voltages up to 1000 volts; 

 closer than 1.0 metre to a live uninsulated power line of voltages up to 1000 volts; 

 closer than 3.0 metres to a live overhead power line between 1000 volts and 33,000 volts; and 

 closer than 6.0 metres to a live overhead power line over 33,000 volts. 
 
Regulation 316A of the Electricity Act Regulations 1947 applies to all workers paid to carry out vegetation control work 
(cutting, trimming, pruning or felling trees and vegetation) near live overhead power lines.   If any vegetation or worker 
or any tool, equipment or vehicle used by that worker is likely to come: 

 above any power line; 

 closer than 3 metres to power lines of voltages up to 33,000 volts; and 

 closer than 6 metres to power lines of voltages over 33,000 volts, 
the worker must be properly trained and comply with the electrical safety requirements of the Code of Practice for 
Personnel Electrical Safety for Vegetation Control Work Near Live Power Lines. 
 

Trained workers 

Properly trained workers are workers trained: 

 in electrical linework to the satisfaction of the Director of Energy Safety; or  

 in vegetation control work by a person or training authority approved by the Director of Energy Safety. 
 

Existing training providers 

Persons trained in electrical linework by Western Power are deemed to have been trained to the satisfaction of the 
Director of Energy Safety.  The Tree Guild of WA (Inc.) has been approved by the Director of Energy Safety to carry 
out training in vegetation control work.  Other training providers may be approved in future.  A copy of the Code of 
Practice for Personnel Electrical Safety for Vegetation Control Work Near Live Power Lines is available from 
EnergySafety website www.energysafety.wa.gov.au 

http://www.energysafety.wa.gov.au/
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Chainsaws 

Safety and health responsibilities 

The safety and health of all employers, employees, self-employed people and other people at a workplace is covered 
by occupational safety and health legislation.  

If the chainsaw owner is an employer, and the chainsaw is used by an employee, it is the employer's responsibility 
under the Occupational Safety and Health Act 1984 to provide a safe working environment and to introduce safe work 
procedures to prevent employees being exposed to hazards. The employer must also provide adequate information, 
instruction, training and supervision to enable employees to work in a safe manner.  

Employees must follow instruction and training provided, must use the personal protective equipment provided, and 
must point out hazards to their supervisor.  

Self-employed people must take reasonable care for their own safety and health and of others in or near the 
workplace. This includes self-employed tree loppers.  

A first aid box should be kept close by when a chainsaw is being used. The box should contain the sort of bandages 
and absorbent padding needed to deal with a major chainsaw injury. As far as practicable a first aid trained person 
should be available at the workplace.  

Consultation 

Under occupational safety and health law, an employer must consult and co-operate with employees and safety and 
health representatives, if any are elected, on occupational safety and health matters at the workplace.  

Employees must report to the employer any situations believed to be a hazard or likely to cause injury or harm, that 
they are unable to correct.  

General safety precautions 

Read the manufacturer's chainsaw manual from cover to cover and ensure you understand the manual.  

 Check your chainsaw thoroughly before every 
use.  

 Make sure the bar, chain and sprocket are in top 
condition.  

 Check that bar oil is flowing and the chain brake 
is working.  

 Top up with bar oil each time you stop to re-fill 
with fuel.  

 Sharpen your chainsaw regularly. 

 Always wear suitable protective clothing.  

 Never use the saw to cut anything above 
shoulder height (between knee and waist-high is 
safest).  

 Never operate the saw beyond your ability.  

 Never operate the chainsaw with one hand, 
unless it is designed to do so. 

 Carry a chainsaw with the motor off and the saw 
blade pointing to the rear.  

 Always have a properly equipped first aid box 
with you.  

A safe environment 

 Keep other people and animals away from the 
working area.  

 Make sure there is a second person within calling 
distance.  

 Use the saw to cut only wood.  

 If tired, stop the saw and rest a little.  

 Avoid using a chainsaw in wet or windy 
conditions or in poor light.  

 Wait a few minutes for the motor to cool before 
refuelling.  

Safe starting 

You should always cold-start a chainsaw on the ground. Get down on your left knee, with the toe of your right boot 
firmly on the base plate of the trigger guard. Have the chain brake off, as you will be using the choke in cold starting.  

You should NEVER 'drop-start' a chainsaw by thrusting the saw down with your left hand and pulling the starter cord 
up with your right. (This is an extremely hazardous practice.)  

The approved safe way to warm-start a chainsaw while standing is by bracing the trigger guard between your knees, 
ensuring the chain brake is engaged, and keeping your left forearm rigid while pulling the starter cord with your right 
hand.  

You should always choose a flat piece of ground, clear of debris, before cold-starting a chainsaw on the ground.  
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Safe chainsaw operation 

While cutting, always:  

 run the chainsaw motor at full revs. This makes 
the job safer, as there is less chance of pull-in or 
kick-back;  

 position your body to the left of the chainsaw so if 
it kicks back uncontrollably, it goes over your 
right shoulder;  

 keep a firm grip with your left hand on the front 
handle, with your thumb securely below the 

handle. The swivel of your wrist in a kick-back 
situation will activate the chain brake;  

 make sure the chain is tensioned correctly; and  

 observe the size of wood shavings. (If they 
become dusty your chain could need 
sharpening). 

Avoid kickback 

To avoid kickback:  

 be constantly aware of the position of the upper 
quadrant of the blade tip. (This is the part that 
triggers a kickback when it hits resistance);  

 never engage the upper quadrant of the guide 
bar with whatever you are cutting and avoid 
contact with any hidden branches or 
obstructions. Ensure there is a clear work area;  

 always clear away brush, vegetation and any 
obstructing debris before attempting a cut that 
might trigger a kickback; and  

 avoid cuts that will cause the chainsaw to jam in 
a tree trunk or limb.  

Avoid jamming 

To avoid jamming the saw:  

 always cut into the compression wood first until 
the cut starts to close;  

 always make the compression cut beneath if the 
log or limb is suspended from one end, (and on 
top if it is supported at both ends);  

 cut from the other side towards the compression 
cut; and  

 make a habit of using a wedge to prevent the 
compression cut jamming tight on the chainsaw 
blade. 

Safety controls 

To maintain safety control:  

 hold the chainsaw firmly, making sure the left 
hand encircles the top handle squarely, with the 
thumb underneath;  

 ensure the chainsaw is fitted with a chain brake - 
preferably inertia activated; and  

 always set the depth gauge in accordance with 
manufacturers' recommendations (refer to 
operator's manual).  

Preventing fire 

To avoid starting a fire:  

 never smoke while filling or operating the saw; 

 refuel in a clean area; 

 make sure fuel caps are screwed on tight and 
any fuel spillage is wiped off; 

 move chainsaws away from the fuelling area 
before starting; 

 use only safety-approved fuel containers which 
comply with  AS/NZS 2906: 2001; 

 keep a fire extinguisher, knapsack spray or water 
pump and shovel nearby; 

 ensure persons who would need to use the 
firefighting equipment are properly trained; 

 always store fuel and tools at least 10 metres 
from where you are cutting; and 

 always choose a flat place for tools and fuel, 
where the ground is free from flammable 
vegetation. 

Personal protective equipment 

When using a chainsaw, always wear personal protective equipment that complies with the relevant Australian / New 
Zealand Standards:  

 adequate eye protection (visor, safety glasses);  

 a safety helmet;  

 approved ear plugs or muffs;  

 gloves;  

 safety boots with non-slip soles; and  

 leg protection (ie safety trousers or chaps).  
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Field maintenance 

When using a chainsaw for extensive cutting, always have nearby:  

 a supply of ready-mixed two-stroke fuel;  

 bar oil;  

 tools for tightening the chain - or removing the 
drive sprocket outer casing to clean out debris - 
or re-seat the chain should it dislodge;  

 cloth or absorbent material to wipe any spilt fuel 
or oil from the chainsaw after refuelling;  

 a file and file guide for sharpening the chain after  
refueling;  

 some sort of portable vice to grip the chain bar 
during sharpening; and  

 a small brush to regularly clean the air filter and 
around the chain sprocket.  

Maintenance after use 

After completing chainsaw work, always:  

 clean out the groove on the chain bar;  

 clean the chainsaw, particularly the air filter, 
cooling inlets and inside the sprocket cover;   

 clean the chain brake mechanism; and 

 reverse the chain bar, top to bottom, regularly to 
avoid wear on one side. 

 
Have your chainsaw serviced regularly - in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions. 
 

Tree felling 
Tree felling should be planned very carefully and only be done by a competent person.  

As well as having to make particularly accurate and defined cuts that vary greatly according to the type of tree being 
felled, the felling of trees presents additional hazards, related to the risk of falling trees and limbs.  

Even trained, experienced tree fellers who fell trees for a living are required to undergo retraining if supervision shows 
they are overlooking any fine points of safety.  

The main risks 

 The main risks in tree felling are from falling trees 
and limbs, rather than chainsaw injury.  

 It is important to check the work area for hazards 
before you start felling or cutting. Look for 
overhead hazards and branches of other trees 
likely to be contacted as the tree falls.  

 Check no other person is likely to be affected or 
put at risk by work you are about to do.  

 Check no children are in the work area, or could 
enter the work area. 

 Do not work in adverse weather conditions such 
as heavy winds, rain or poor light.  

 Ensure your work area is clear of debris or 
obstructions, and you have a stable footing while 
cutting.  

 Do not over-reach or work off balance. Stand 
comfortably close to the job.  

 Shut off the saw before carrying it. Carry it by the 
front handle, with the chain bar pointing to the 
rear. Don't carry a chainsaw on your shoulder.  

Safe felling advice 

If you are felling trees:  

 place warning signs prior to commencing work;  

 keep other people at least three tree lengths 
away;  

 always ensure there are two escape routes at 
approximately 45 degrees backward of the 
chosen line of fall;  

 always check tree tops for branches (widow 
makers) that may dislodge and fall into the work 
area or escape paths as the tree falls; and  

 wedges are indispensable in directional felling, or 
to hold open cuts that may bind or pinch the 
chain bar.  

High risk trees 

Felling of the following trees is particularly hazardous:  

 trees with a heavy lean;  

 a tree propped or leaning against another tree, or 
under tension;  

 abnormally large trees;  

 trees on steep terrain or unstable ground; and  

 trees with hollow, split or otherwise defective 
trunks. 

 

Remember: Small trees can be just as dangerous to fell as big trees  
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Chemicals 
Employers and self-employed people have a legal responsibility to obtain adequate information about hazardous 
substances used in their workplaces, including work vehicles. This information is contained in Material Safety Data 
Sheets (MSDS) which can be obtained from the manufacturer, importer or wholesale supplier. 

For substances which are not classified as hazardous, there is a general duty of care to ensure there is enough 
information provided so that the chemical can be used safely. This may be information from the label, product 
information sheet, or MSDS (if available).  MSDS are not mandatory for chemicals not classified as hazardous.  

This information should be used to identify any potential hazards that may arise from the use, storage, and 
transportation of the chemicals. A risk assessment is required for hazardous substances, and employers should 
consult with workers on practical ways to control the hazards.  

Constructive problem solving is the key to successful hazard control in the workplace. The onus is on both the 
employer and employee to obtain as much information about the hazardous substances used in the workplace as 
needed to manage the risks. If you're not sure whether you have adequate information, take another look at the 
MSDS and label, contact the manufacturer, or do some further research.  

If in doubt, ask. You have the 'right to know'.  
 

If you are an employer: 

DO - exercise your 'right to know' by requesting MSDS for all the hazardous substances used in your workplace from 
the manufacturer, importer or wholesale supplier. Ensure these are kept in a register, together with the list of 
substances and reference to risk assessments.  MSDS must be kept current as far as practicable (and issued less 
than 5 years ago). 

DO - ensure all substances have either their original label, or (if decanted and not used immediately) an adequate 
label to identify the substance and the risks associated with it. 

DO - conduct a risk assessment on the use of hazardous substances (in consultation with employees) to ensure your 
controls are adequate to minimise risks.  Seek expert assistance if the risk is complex or you are concerned 
exposures are high.  Keep a record of the risk assessment. 

DO - make sure hazardous substances are stored correctly and access to them is controlled if needed, according to 
guidance in the MSDS.  

DO – consider the hierarchy of controls when managing chemical hazards. For example, consider whether the 
chemical can be eliminated, whether a safer chemical could be used instead, whether the process could be enclosed, 
or whether local extraction ventilation near the task is required. Administrative controls and the use of 
personal protective equipment are generally considered less reliable than these 'higher level' controls.   

DO - implement safe handling, transportation and emergency procedures, in consultation with your employees. Follow 
the guidelines in the MSDS and take into account any other information obtained from the manufacturers, importer, 
wholesale supplier or other relevant organisations.  

DO - provide employees with training in the hazards and safe handling of hazardous substances they use. Supervise 
employees so they follow safe handling procedures. Keep records of training provided. 

DO - provide adequate safety equipment for your employees as indicated in the MSDS. Ensure safety equipment is 
well maintained, eg. air flow in ventilation systems and water flow in safety showers is checked. 

DO - take advantage of training offered by manufacturers, importers or suppliers of hazardous substances, or safety 
training organisations. 

 

If you are an employee:   

DO - exercise your 'right to know' and ask to see all MSDS for the hazardous substances used in your workplace.  

DO - read the label before using a hazardous substance. 

DO - take advantage of all training offered that will help you to deal with hazardous substances and potentially 
hazardous situations.  

DO - tell your employer if you are concerned that any work practices are unsafe or you are exposed to a hazard. 

DO - discuss with your employer ways in which the job can be made safer by improvements to your work and safety 
practices and procedures.  

DO - use all safety equipment provided by your employer. If adequate equipment is not available discuss this with 
your employer immediately.

http://www.commerce.wa.gov.au/worksafe/information-hazardous-substances
http://www.commerce.wa.gov.au/worksafe/information-hazardous-substances
http://www.commerce.wa.gov.au/worksafe/information-hazardous-substances
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Safety and health incidents 

1. Tree worker’s leg amputated 

A worker employed by a tree lopping company had his left leg amputated, while assisting with the lowering of 

branches using a rope system. The rope in use was green, approximately 30 metres long and tied around the base of 

the tree twice.  Approximately 10 metres of the rope was being used to lower branches and the remaining 20 metres 

of the rope was on the ground next to the worker, who was standing beside a truck mounted elevating work platform. 

 The worker had untied the rope from a branch that he had just lowered and was sending it back up the tree.  Another 

person then dragged that branch away to feed it into the wood chipper.  The spare rope length beside the worker 

became snagged in the branch as it was dragged towards the chipper.  When the branch was fed into the wood 

chipper, the rope was also drawn into the moving parts of the machine. It appears that the rope was either pulled taut 

between the tree and the wood chipper, hitting the worker, or, as the rope travelled towards the chipper at speed the 

whipping affect caught the workers leg. The worker was thrown against one of the outriggers on the elevating work 

platform by the rope, cutting off his leg.  The site supervisor, who was overseeing the operation, immediately shut 

down the wood chipper and commenced first aid. 

Factors to consider 

 The colour of the rope was green, making it difficult to 

see in between the branches and leaves. 

 Excess rope was on the ground in an area where it could 

become tangled in branches being dragged away. 

 No one noticed that the excess rope had become 

snagged on the branch.  

 

Recommendations 

 Keep any rope not in use away from the work area, 
especially where branches are being   dragged into 
the wood chipper. 

 Ensure that excess rope is secured.  For example, 
use a rope bag or a retractable system. 

 Use a suitable length of rope; limit excess rope. 

 Use rope that is a contrasting colour to the 
vegetation, or clearly marked with contrasting 
colour, making it easier to see. 

 Check that nothing is entangled in material for 
chipping before it is fed into the wood chipper. 

 

2. Tree lopper killed by contacting overhead high voltage power lines 

A tree lopper was killed after equipment he was using came into contact with 22,000 volt high voltage power lines. 

The worker was operating from the bucket of an elevating work platform (EWP) using a pole-mounted chainsaw. In 

order to prune branches, the truck-mounted EWP was positioned underneath the low and high voltage power lines. 

The bucket was elevated into the prohibited danger zone of the high voltage power lines. While in this position, the 

pole-mounted chainsaw came into contact with the overhead high voltage power lines, resulting in a fatal electric 

shock to the worker. 

Factors to consider 

 Truck-mounted EWP was parked directly underneath 
low and high voltage power lines.  

 The bucket of the EWP was elevated into the prohibited 
danger zone of the high voltage power lines.  

 The pole-mounted chainsaw was being used within 

the prohibited danger zone when it came into contact 

with the high voltage power lines. 

 

Recommendations 

 Always check the location of power lines before 
starting work. 

 Conduct a job risk assessment and develop safe 
working procedures prior to commencing work where 
plant or equipment is operated or moved under or in 
the vicinity of overhead power lines. 

 No person, plant, equipment or material used at the 
workplace must enter the prohibited danger zone (As 
specified in Occupational Safety and Health 
Regulations 1996, Regulation 3.64 and Electricity 
Regulations 1947, Regulation 316A) of a live 
overhead power line, unless specifically qualified 
trained and authorised to carry out this work. 

Recommendations cont’d 

 Vegetation control work near overhead power lines 
must be carried out in accordance with Regulation 
316A “Vegetation control work near overhead 
power lines” of the Electricity Regulations 1947.  

 Vegetation control workers must be trained in 
accordance with Regulation 316A of the Electricity 
Regulations 1947, if the worker, their vehicle, vegetation, 
tool or equipment is likely to come within the prohibited 
danger zone of live overhead power lines. 

 Vegetation control work must be carried out in 
accordance with the electrical safety requirements 
described in the Code of Practice for Personnel 
Electrical Safety for Vegetation Control Work Near 
Live Powerlines as specified in Regulation 316A.  

 A safety observer must be established whose role is 
to ensure those who are working close to the power 
lines do not approach them in an unsafe manner. 

 All workers who carry out vegetation clearance 
work near powerlines must be trained in 
emergency procedures in the event of contact with 
or damage to power lines.  

 If in doubt about working near powerlines, always 
contact the relevant network operator.  
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3. Tree climber died after falling 19 metres while felling a tree 

Issue Incidents Control measures 

Working at 
heights 

A tree climber died after falling 
19 metres while felling a tree. 
 

When working at heights, always consider whether 
there is a safer method of performing the work 
without climbing. Consider the use of elevating work 
platforms (eg cherry picker) wherever reasonably 
practicable. 
 
If necessary to climb the tree, use a secondary 
climber, competent in aerial rescue, to check the 
climber’s equipment once it is on to ensure all ropes, 
harnesses, karabiners, prussic etc are properly 
attached. Note: Both climbers must be physically fit 
and not under the influence of drugs or alcohol. 
 
You should also: 

 use equipment rated and/or assembled by rated 
agencies; 

 wear helmet, boots, cut resistant trousers, eye 
and ear protection; 

 ensure a second set of climbing gear has been 
checked and is available for rescue purposes; 

 ensure a second climber checks the primary 
climber’s gear once it is being worn and before 
the primary climber starts work; 

 be trained to the appropriate level for the work 
being done; and 

 ensure a designated person is on the ground to 
monitor climbers (eg the person controlling the 
lowering rope). 

From Guidance Note: Working Safely with Trees, WorkSafe Victoria 

 

4. Injuries due to the lack of emergency procedures 

Issue Incidents Control measures 

Emergency 
procedures 

Climbers have been injured due 
to a lack of emergency 
procedures in place to enable a 
quick rescue. 
 
Failure to have appropriate 
emergency procedures in place 
exposes workers to health and 
safety risks (e.g. first aid can not 
be given as soon as possible). 
 
Note: It is not appropriate to rely 
on emergency services to 
conduct an aerial or high angle 
rescue. 

When a climber is in a tree, there must always be a 
second climber who is trained and competent in 
aerial rescue on stand-by. The second climber’s gear 
must be readily accessible and have a first aid kit 
included. 

Check emergency preparedness including: 

 first aid (trained first aider, first aid kit); 

 tree rescue procedure (known and practiced); 

 emergency communications and contacts; and 

 work location address (known to all workers). 

 

Registered training organisations provide first aid and 
aerial rescue training. 

From Guidance Note: Working Safely with Trees, WorkSafe Victoria 
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5. Tree lopper fined $12,000 over fall from EWP 

A Myaree tree lopper was fined $12,000 (plus almost $1400 in costs) over an incident in which he and 

an employee were injured when an elevating work platform (EWP) they were using toppled over. 

The employer pleaded guilty to failing to provide and maintain a safe work environment and was fined 

in the Rockingham Magistrates Court on 7 September 2012. 

In May 2010, the tree lopper was contracted by the Department of Housing and Works to carry out tree 

cutting services, and was engaged in lopping tree branches in Medina using an EWP (commonly 

known as a cherry picker). 

The employer and an employee elevated the EWP booms to their full length to cut a limb from a tree, 

and when the lower boom was being lowered, the front passenger side stabiliser leg sunk into an old 

drain or soakwell. 

The EWP toppled over and the boom struck the ground.  The two men were ejected from the bucket 

and landed on the roof of a nearby building.  The employer suffered only minor scalp injuries, but his 

employee suffered a crush injury to his right wrist and forearm. 

The court heard that the recommended spread plates were not used on the stabiliser legs on the soft 

ground, and that the safety interlock switch for the EWP was interfered with, allowing the boom to be 

elevated without the stabilisers being deployed, contrary to operating instructions. 

It was also revealed that the men were not wearing safety harnesses or any other personal protective 

equipment (PPE) such as safety glasses or hearing protection, and that Mr Shields did not ensure that 

any of his employees used PPE. 

The employer had not carried out or ensured that adequate pre-start checks were carried out on the 

EWP, as evidenced by the facts that the safety interlock switch was taped down and that one of the 

controls was missing and had been replaced with a hammer. 

WorkSafe WA Commissioner Lex McCulloch said today the case was a good example of an employer 

who completely disregarded the safety of his employees. 

“This employer seems to have had absolutely no regard for his own safety or that of his employees,” 

Mr McCulloch said. 

“There have been many instances in WA of EWPs tipping over, resulting in serious and critical injuries 

and deaths.  There were no safe systems of work in place for the operation of the EWP or for the 

protection of the employees. 

“And even more condemning is the fact that a WorkSafe inspector conducted a workplace investigation 

six months after this incident and found that the safety interlock switch on Mr Shields’ replacement 

EWP had also been tampered with, this time being held down with a cable tie. 

“Falls are a significant cause of workplace death, and 16 Western Australian workers have died as a 

result of falls in the last four years. 

“Falls are almost always readily preventable, and it need not be difficult or costly to ensure that safe 

systems of work are in place at all times.” 

Further information on safe systems of work for EWPs and the prevention of falls can be obtained 

by telephoning WorkSafe on 1300 307877 or on the website at www.worksafe.wa.gov.au 

 

 

http://www.worksafe.wa.gov.au/
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Checklist 

General - safety checklist 

Check yes no n/a 

Before starting work, the crew have identified general and site 
specific hazards and assessed the associated risks 

   

All workers understand the plan of operations    

Workers are trained and are competent to perform their tasks    

The most suitable method for accessing a tree has been identified 
(ie EWP, tree climbing).  Hazards including but not limited to the 
ones listed below are considered: 

 condition, soundness and stability of tree; ie is the tree 
decayed, dead, unsafe to climb 

 crown/shape and weight distribution (leaning, nests, insects); 
access around tree (can EWP be positioned near tree) 

 nature of the terrain 

 proximity of overhead power lines and other underground 
services or structures (drains, septic tanks) 

 weather forecast (rain, wind force, direction and consistency); 

 staff required (ie spotter, ground worker when climbing) 

 location of other persons and equipment 

   

Everyone is fit to undertake the task (fit and no alcohol or drugs)    

Regular breaks are taken and working hours are managed    

All workers understand the emergency procedures 

Mobile phone or other means of communication is available 
   

At least one ground person is trained in areal rescue and is able to 
climb 

   

A complete areal rescue kit is available on site including a climbing 
harness and carabiners, suitable lifeline, pole belt, Prusik knots, 
climbing spikes, soft rope, first aid kit, micro pulleys, redirect slings, 
pocket knife with lanyard,  

   

Each crew carries a first-aid kit including large wound dressings 

A trained first aider is available in each crew 
   

Portable fire extinguishers are provided and maintained 

Employees are trained in correct use of portable fire extinguishers 
   

Ropes used for lowering branches should have a contrasting 
colour to the vegetation to make it easily visible and should have a 
suitable length to reduce excess rope, or excess rope is 
secured, for instance in a rope bag or by a retractable system   

   

Climbing ropes are not used to lower branches    
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Traffic management - safety checklist 

Check yes no n/a 

Adequate traffic management measures are in place to protect 
workers, motorists and pedestrians.  Traffic management includes 
appropriate combination of warning signs, traffic cones (witches 
hats), flashing amber lights, etc. 

For more complex works involving partial road closures a traffic 
management plan (TMP) must be drawn up by a competent person 
in accordance with the Main Roads Code of Practice and AS1742, 
Part 3. These TMPs must be approved by the authorising body 

   

Workers are protected from oncoming or passing traffic  

 If work is > 3 metres of road, symbolic worker sign and vehicle 
mounted sign provided 

 If work is within 3 metres of road, provide approved safety 
barrier, use advance roadwork signs including symbolic 
workers sign 

 If work is in between 1.2 and 3 metres, provide adequate cones 
or bollards, symbolic workers sign and 60km/h sign and where 
practicable vehicle mounted sign 

 If work is within 1.2 metres of road, provide cones, symbolic 
worker sign, 40 km/h sign  and where practicable vehicle 
mounted sign 

   

For short term work, the “5 minutes rule” only applies where 
additional measures, including but not limited to a vehicle mounted 
warning device and a lookout person are in place 

   

Where possible, a shadow vehicle (preferably with vehicle 
mounted sign) is parked to protect workers 

   

In areas of very high public access (such as near schools), 
additional controls such as barrier tape, barricades, extra staffing 
are provided and a traffic management plan is in place 

   

Workers that may be exposed to traffic hazard are provided 
appropriate high-visibility clothing 

   

 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) - safety checklist 

Check yes no n/a 

PPE is provided where necessary – e.g. eye protection, hearing 
protection, safety helmets, safety boots, gloves, high visibility vest 
and other personal protective clothing or equipment   

   

PPE meets relevant Australian Standards    

PPE is maintained in good working order, replaced if damaged    

PPE is used by all workers on site    

Sunscreen and protective hats are provided for sun protection    
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Elevating Work Platforms for tree work 
You can use this elevating work platform (EWP) checklist, along with the manufacturer’s handbook, as 

part of the risk assessment process to help identify the controls to put in place when using an EWP for 

tree work.  Use the checklist below when a risk assessment has determined that an EWP is the 

appropriate access method for the work.  This information has been adapted from Mobile Elevating Work Platforms 

(MEWPs) for tree work published by the Health and Safety Executive (UK). 

 

EWPs – Part 1 – Plant safety safety checklist 

Check yes no n/a 

Correct EWP is selected for the task, considering insulation 
requirements, ground conditions, height and reach and the type of 
work to be done 

   

EWP operators are trained for the particular EWP they are using 

Note: A high risk work licence is required for persons operating an 
EWP with a boom length of 11 metres or more.  For further 
information contact WorkSafe. 

   

Emergency decent device is operational and other crew members 
know where and how to activate it (rope descent, bleed down 
valve, auxiliary power) 

   

Daily pre-start checks are made in accordance with the 
manufacturers’ handbook to ensure that the EWP is safe before 
work each day 

Note: Where the manufacturers’ handbook is not available, refer to 
AS2550.10.2006 for maintenance, inspection and operating 
instructions 

   

Manufacturers’ handbook is accessible to persons operating the 
EWP 

   

EWP has an up-to-date written record of inspection, testing and 
maintenance.  Records must be made and kept of any 
maintenance, inspection and testing. 

   

Safe working load (SWL) of the EWP is clearly marked and 
observed, taking into account tools and equipment 

   

Any levelling indicators are clear and in working order and any ‘out 
of level’ alarms are functional 

   

Tyres have correct water ballast (if applicable)    

EWP basket can be accessed safely    

Handrails are maintained in good condition    

Spills of oil, fuel and other slip hazards are cleaned up immediately    
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EWPs - Part 2 – Safe set-up safety checklist 

Check yes no n/a 

Ground surface conditions are checked 

Note: This is extremely important. Soft soil, underground services 
and tanks can collapse and cause the EWP to tip over. Never work 
on gradients which exceed the manufacturer’s specification. 
Always keep the work platform to the uphill side of the base vehicle 
even if the gradient is acceptable 

   

The EWP is positioned to operate safely.  All parts of the EWP 
remain clear of traffic hazards 

Beware of tail or knuckle swing into the traffic area 

   

When fitted, stabilisers or outriggers are always positioned before 
the platform is raised 

Note: Do not position stabilisers onto gratings, drains, manhole 
covers, voids or over excavations. Put stabilisers onto suitable 
spreader plates when required 

   

The location of overhead power lines is checked before starting 
work and any work within power lines danger zones is conducted 
correctly (see also pages 19 and 20 of this publication) 

   

Workers have completed required training if working in vicinity of 
power lines (see also pages 19 and 20 of this publication) 

   

EWP has adequate electrical insulation rating for any power lines 
in the vicinity (see also pages 19 and 20 of this publication) 

   

Operator and other person in the basket are wearing a safety harness 
with shock absorber.  These must be correctly secured to the anchor 
point.  Harnesses must be in good condition and fitted correctly 

   

Check that weather conditions are acceptable for the safe use of 
the EWP 

   

 

EWPs - Part 3 – Safe use safety checklist 

Check yes no n/a 

EWP is kept clear of powerlines, clear of traffic and clear of other 
hazards for the entire time it is in use 

Note: these hazards should be identified in the risk assessment 
conducted at the start of each job 

   

Safety spotter (observer) is in place to monitor clearance between 
EWP and powerlines, traffic or other hazards.  Safety spotter is not 
distracted with other tasks and has adequate communication with 
the EWP operator 

   

Operators keep both feet flat on the floor of the basket and do not 
stand on the sides or guard rails to gain extra height 

   

If climbing from the basket into a tree, the climber is wearing a 
harness suitable for tree climbing and is attached to the tree, on a 
tested anchor point, before releasing the anchorage in the basket 

   



14 | P a g e  

EWPs - Part 3 – Safe use safety checklist 

All EWPs are operated according to the manufacturer’s instructions    

Self-propelled EWPs are not driven with basket elevated (unless 
set in low speed) 

   

Self-propelled EWPs are not driven over changes in level, eg 
gutters, kerbs, sloping driveways, branches that may tip EWP over 

   

Basket floor is kept free of debris and tools    

EWP is never used to lower objects 

Note: Do not attach ropes between the EWP and any part of the 
tree. An EWP is not intended to be used as a crane. Use an 
independent rope to lower off-cuts 

   

Drop zone is clearly identified and all workers are trained in 
procedures for entering to collect material 

   

Before moving off, the EWP is shut down and prepared for 
travelling as per the manufacturers’ instructions (boom is correctly 
stowed and secured, stabilisers are fully retracted and secured and 
warning lights are switched off) 

   

 

Tree climbing - safety checklist 

Check yes no n/a 

Before climbing, the tree is inspected by a competent person to 
determine suitability, precautions or special techniques required 

   

Weather conditions are considered to determine if it is safe to climb 
(ie rain, wind, temperature) 

   

A minimum of two persons are present; one climber and one 
ground person who is able to climb and trained in aerial rescue 

   

Regular visual and/or verbal communication is maintained between 
the climber and the ground person(s) 

   

The climbing rope should only be passed around healthy, sound 
and suitably strong anchor points 

   

The climber has access to the climbing rope at all times and the 
rope is kept taut at all times 

   

A figure eight knot or eye splice is tied to the end of the climbing 
rope to prevent the rope accidently running through the Prusik knot 

   

The position of anchor points should to be suitably selected in such 
way that a slip or fall would swing the worker away from power 
lines or other potential hazards 

   

All points of attachment are correctly set and visually inspected 
before placing weight on them (ie knots correctly  tied, dressed and 
set, carabiners closed and locked) 

   

Adequate personal protective equipment is provided and used, 
including hi-visibility clothing, climbing helmet, eye protection, 
adequate boots and clothing 
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Tree climbing - safety checklist 

All climbing equipment is checked daily (prior to use and 
throughout the day) and in good condition ie not spliced 

   

The climber must be attached to the tree at all times with an 
approved safety harness, climbing rope and/or pole belt 

   

Safety harnesses are adequate for tree climbing (AS 1891 or 
equivalent) 

   

Climbing ropes are suitable (minimum diameter of 11mm, 12 
strand, plaited or braided construction, minimum breaking strength 
at least 10 times greater than the SWL, friction resistant, heat 
resistant, not made of natural fibre)  

   

Carabiners are self-closing and lockable (triple action and auto 
locking) 

   

No more than one climber is working in a tree (in most situations 
this is the safest method to perform the task) 

   

Risk of falling equipment is minimised by attaching equipment 
including chainsaws to the climber by a triple locking carabiner or 
equivalent 

 

 
  

 

Wood chippers - safety checklist 

Check yes no n/a 

An adequate number of emergency stops are in place for the size 
of machine (so operators can readily reach them) 

   

Emergency stops are regularly checked to ensure they are working    

Guarding of engine, hot parts and nip points is adequate    

A drop down table is fitted at the rear    

Operators are trained and competent    

Two workers operate the chipper at all times    

The chipper is fed off the centre line and from the kerb side (where 
practical) 

   

The chipper is never left unattended while operational    

Operators do not wear loose clothing, jewellery, rings or watches    

Operators wear eye and ear protection that meets Australian 
Standards 

   

Material for chipping is checked for entanglements, before it is fed 
into the chipper 

   

 

Chainsaws safety checklist 

Check yes no n/a 

Operator is trained and competent to use a chainsaw    

Chainsaw is checked before each use: bar, chain & sprockets are 
in top condition, bar oil flowing, chain brake working, chain is sharp 

   

When chainsaw is refuelled, bar oil is topped up and chain checked    
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Chainsaws safety checklist 

Adequate PPE is worn: eye protection (ie visor, adequate safety 
glasses), safety helmet, ear protection, gloves, safety boots, leg 
protection (cut resistant trousers or chaps are preferable) 

   

Chain saw is not used to cut anything above shoulder height    

Chain saw is carried with engine off, muffler away from body and 
saw blade pointing to the rear 

   

After refuelling, chain saw is moved  away from fuel source before 
starting the engine 

   

Work is done in clear work area; escape route is in place    

Never operate chainsaw with one hand, unless it is designed for 
one hand use 

   

Bystanders and other persons/animals are kept away when 
starting chainsaw and when cutting 

   

 

Plant and machinery - safety checklist 

Check yes no n/a 

Every dangerous part of fixed, mobile or hand held power plant 
and machinery is securely guarded 

   

Adequate safe work procedures are provided and documented to 
set, test and use and maintain machinery  – for instance look for: 

 Pre-operational checks are carried out 

 Appropriate isolation and lock-out procedures are provided for 
maintenance 

 Where fixed physical guards are provided, adequate provision 
is made for cleaning, maintenance, adjustment and repair 

 Where setting, testing and start-up of machinery is required 
with the final means of safeguarding removed, interim 
safeguards have been provided 

 Where it is not practical to guard machinery, a safe system of 
work is in place for people operating or passing in close 
proximity 

 Where a presence sensing system is in place: safe system of 
work are documented, a clearly identified warning is provided 
when the guard is muted, and inspection and maintenance 
records are maintained 

   

Operators and maintenance personnel of mobile plant and 
machinery are: 

 properly trained (if required current high risk licences) 

 familiar with the operation 

 familiar for the set-up of the machinery 

 knowledgeable about all safety features 

   

Manufacturers decals, manuals and operator instructions are 
readily available and in the English language 

   

Mobile plant and vehicles/trucks are in good condition and 
maintained in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions  
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Plant and machinery - safety checklist 

Maintenance records of pre-start checks and maintenance are 
available 

   

Mobile plant and machinery is in a safe condition (access to cab, 
seat and seat belts, load charts as required, controls labelled, 
dangerous parts are guarded) 

   

When mobile plant is in use, site hazards have been identified, 
assessed and controlled (slopes, ground condition, ground load 
limits excavation, septic tanks and leach drains, underground 
services and overhead power lines) 

   

 

Manual tasks - safety checklist 

Check yes no n/a 

Risk assessments of potentially hazardous manual tasks have 
been conducted 

   

Practical control measures have been implemented and 
maintained to eliminate or reduce risk associated with manual 
handling tasks i.e. lifting heavy logs, size of logs, equipment in use 
such as wheel barrows or mobile plant with bucket to transport 
logs, position of wood chipper close to tree to reduce carrying logs 

   

Induction and ongoing training is provided to everyone involved in 
organising and carrying out manual tasks and includes as a 
minimum risk factors and risk management approach 

   

Reported manual task injuries and hazards have been investigated     

 

Slips, trips and falls - safety checklist 

Check yes no n/a 

Persons can move safely around workplace: dropping area is 
clear, passages are kept free from obstructions 

   

Access and egress to and from workplace is safe and kept free 
from obstructions (i.e. bucket of EWP, cab of vehicle)  

   

Steps provide a safe, non-slip access to cabs and trays    

Floors have unbroken and slip resistant surfaces and are free from 
obstructions (i.e. bucket of EWP) - adequate draining is provided 
where there is a risk of liquid coming in contact with the floor 

   

Warning signs are available and used – worker and public safety    

Lighting is adequate for the movement of persons at the workplace    

Workspace is sufficient, without the risk of slips, trips and falls    

Spills (ie fuel or oil on tray) are wiped and surrounds are raked and 
cleaned to avoid slip, trip and fall hazards to workers and the public 

   

Guard rails or safeguards are provided on ramps and stairs (ie of 
truck) 

   

If required, step ladders are provided and designed appropriately    
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Hazardous substances - safety checklist 

Check yes no n/a 

The register of hazardous substances is complete and current 
(MSDS < 5 years old).   

The register includes a contents list and material safety data 
sheets (MSDS) for all hazardous substances (such as fuel, 
herbicides) used from time to time at the workplace 

   

The register of hazardous substances is readily available for 
workers (eg a copy is kept in the vehicle) 

   

The outcome of the risk assessment for all hazardous substances 
is recorded in the hazardous substances register 

   

Decanted bottles and containers with hazardous substances are 
adequately labelled 

   

Practicable control measures are in place to reduce risks relating 
to hazardous substances   

For instance, hazardous substances are substituted for non-
hazardous substances where practicable, hazardous substances 
are used in accordance with the MSDS, adequate personal 
protective equipment (PPE) is provided and used 

   

Adequate fuel containers are available    

Hazardous substances, including but not limited to fuel and 
herbicides are appropriately secured while in transport 

   

PPE for use with hazardous substances is maintained and in good 
working order 

   

Training has been provided to workers working with hazardous 
substances or is likely to be exposed.  Training includes potential 
health risk and toxic effects, control measures to minimise risk, 
correct use of methods to reduce exposure, correct care, use PPE 

   

A record of hazardous substance training is kept at the workplace    

 

Noise - safety checklist 

Check yes no n/a 

A risk assessment on noise has been conducted    

Where practicable, control measures have been put in place to 
reduce the risk of hearing loss, where noise levels > 85 dB(A) 

   

Hearing protection has been provided to workers that are exposed 
to noise levels > 85dB(A) and is used 

   

Workers have received information and training in relation to noise 
at the workplace and the use of hearing protection 
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Electricity - safety checklist 

Check yes no n/a 

Prior to commencing vegetation management work near live 
overhead power lines, a hazard identification and risk assessment 
have been carried out and adequate control measures have been 
determined – For further details and guidance, please refer to 
EnergySafety’s Code of Practice for Personnel Safety for 
Vegetation Control Near Live Powerlines 

   

Adequate systems for vegetation control work in the vicinity of 
overhead power lines are in place including but not limited to: 

 a ground worker is on site and has received on-site training 

 a safety observer (spotter) and a trained vegetation worker are 
on site and are trained  in accordance with Energy Safety 
approved training course for spotter, LV or HV work 

 insulated tools and equipment (i.e. EWPs, poles) are in place – 
insulated tools and equipment  should be electrically tested 
every six months 

 the chassis of the EWP is connected to earth by a braided 
copper cable or a metal earthing spike, when working near high 
voltage power line 

 personal protective equipment and clothing is adequate (100 
percent cotton or fire retardant long sleeve clothing, insulating 
gloves, protective non-slip safety boots, safety helmet in 
accordance with AS 1801-1997) 

 ladders with insulating property are in accordance with AS 
1892.3 (do not work on a ladder when working near high 
voltage conductors) 

 operators are not entering the power lines safety zone 

 a vegetation authority (VA) is obtained from the energy supplier 
if work is likely to come within approach distances as specified 
in section 6.4 table 2 to Energy Safety COP Personnel 
Electrical Safety for Vegetation Control Work near Live Power 
Lines (see next page) 

   

Cords, connections, plugs and sockets 

 Flexible cords and extension cords are used in a safe manner 
(not used from the ground into a bucket of a EWP) 

 Connections have either a moulded or transparent type plug 

 Plugs, sockets and extension leads in good condition and 
protected from damage 

   

Residual current devices 

 Hand held portable equipment is protected by (portable) RCD 

 Switchboard or fixed sockets marked whether RCD protected 

 Testing program in place for RCDs 

   

Electrical installations 

 Electrical installations maintained, protected and tested 

 Evidence of maintenance in place  

 Components clearly labelled 

 Switchboard free from obstructions 
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Personnel safety for vegetation control near live powerlines 
 

From EnergySafety Code of Practice for Personnel Safety for Vegetation Control Near Live Powerlines 
 
Table 1 Safe Approach Distances and Vegetation Clearance for Ordinary Persons and Ground Workers 
 
Nominal Phase to Phase 
ac Voltage (V)  

Person, Tools & 
Equipment  
(mm)  

Mobile Plant  
(mm)  

Cannot cut Vegetation 
that is Closer than: (mm)  

LV Insulated  3000  3000  500  

LV Bare  3000  3000  1000  

1,000 to 33,000  3000  3000  3000  

66,000 to 132,000  6000  6000  3000  

Over 132,000  6000  6000  6000  

 
Table 2 Safe Approach Distances and Vegetation Clearance for Vegetation Management Workers 
 

Nominal 
Phase to 
Phase ac 
Voltage (V)  

Vegetation 
Management 
Worker 
(Climber) 
(mm)  
(A)  

Insulated 
Tool (mm)  
(B)  

Uninsulated 
Tool (mm)  
(C)  

Vegetation 
below and 
beside 
overhead line 
(mm)  
(D)  

Vegetation 
overhanging 
the overhead 
line  
(E)  

Insulated LV  200  Physical 
Clearance  

200  No clearance  No clearance  

Bare LV  1000  200 1000  Not permitted  

6,600  1200  700  1200  700  

11,000  1200  700  1200  700  

22,000  1200  700  1200  700  

33,000  1200  700  1200  700  

66,000  1400  1000  1400  1000  

132,000  1800  1200  1800  1200  

Over 132,000 volts contact network operator  

 

Figure 1 Safe Approach Distances for Vegetation Workers (Refer Table 2) 
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