
  

 

Thursday, 25 September 2014 

 
 
 

Plumbing Review Team  
Building Commission  
Locked Bag 14  
CLOISTERS SQUARE WA 6850  
 
Via email: plumbingreview@commerce.wa.gov.au  
 
 
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the implementation of the Plumbing Code of Australia 
in Western Australia. 
 
Your paper proposes: 
 

To enable the PCA to be adopted much sooner, it is therefore proposed to implement it in 
two stages.  
 
The first stage would involve the adoption of the PCA to the extent that it deals with 
“plumbing work” as currently defined in section 59I of the Plumbing Act, i.e. water supply 
plumbing, sanitary plumbing and drainage plumbing. This could be achieved by amending 
the Plumbing Regulations and would not require a change to the Plumbing Act. 

 
This change will necessitate amendment of the definition of plumbing work under the plumbing 
regulations. 
 
This is an ideal opportunity to tackle some current practical problems with the existing regulations 
under which people are potentially subject to potential prosecution for doing minor “plumbing 
work”. The following people could potentially be prosecuted under current laws for doing work such 
as changing tap washers, repairing cisterns, fitting a shower head and unblocking drains and toilets: 
  

 non-plumbers doing unpaid plumbing work in their own or family members’ homes 
 

 handymen conducting minor works that address day to day installation or maintenance 
plumbing problems. This has previously been a common practice in commercial property 
management.  

 
It is assumed that the primary rationale for the regulations in place is public safety. It is not clear 
why or how public safety would be put at risk if unlicensed persons were allowed to undertake 
minor plumbing tasks.  
 
There appears to be a willingness to accept that people can undertake minor maintenance and 
repair of plumbing equipment in their own homes. We are not aware of prosecutions of any 
homeowners for breaching the existing plumbing requirements. If safety is the concern, why are 
people allowed to conduct these minor works at home? It would be inconsistent and unreasonable 
to require commercial entities (eg builders or property managers) to wait for a licensed plumber to 
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rectify minor plumbing problems on safety grounds, whilst allowing residential work to be 
conducted, without restriction.  
 
We note that the ACIL Allen Consulting Review of Plumbing Regulations recommended what it called 
‘carve outs’ to create exceptions:  
 

A third approach, which would allow commercial ‘handymen’ to provide minor plumbing 
services would be to define simple plumbing tasks that should be ‘carved out’ of the regime 
entirely. In our view this approach would provide the greatest benefit to Western Australians 
because it would maximise their freedom to choose. 

 
It is the view of Master Builders that this is a suitable opportunity to amend the regulation to 
exempt minor works from the requirement to use a licensed plumber.    
 
The WA Government should avoid regulation where there is not a demonstrated need for its 
existence.  
 
In summary, this is a great opportunity to rid industry and home owners of unnecessary red 
(plumbing) tape.  
 
Yours sincerely 
MASTER BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION OF WA 

 
Geoff Cooper 
DIRECTOR OF HOUSING; BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
 


