Safety alert 18/2009
Wool press guarding
Incident
During recent workplace inspections, WorkSafe Inspectors have discovered several wool
presses which have been inadequately guarded. The majority of wool presses inspected
have had an emergency stop button or safety bar incorporated into the machine, designed
to stop the press if actuated, but have had no means of guarding to prevent operators
from entering the danger zone of the press in the first instance.

Factors to consider


Regulation 4.37 requires as far as practicable, all dangerous parts of plant to be
guarded and the guarding to be maintained and kept in position when in use.



Regulation 4.29 sets out a specific guarding hierarchy for plant, respectively
requiring permanently fixed physical barriers, interlocked physical barriers,
physical barriers securely fixed in position or the provision of a presence sensing
safeguard system.

Recommendations
1. Ensure that every dangerous part of the wool press is adequately guarded in
accordance with Regulation 4.29 to prevent injury to operators or persons in the
vicinity.
2. Operators should be trained in the operation, inspection and maintenance
requirements of the wool press, including the guarding system.
3. The guarding system should be checked prior to operation of the wool press for
wear and damage and to ensure that it is functioning correctly. Damaged guards
must be replaced or repaired prior to use.

Further information


For the supply of wool press guarding, your wool press manufacturer or machinery
dealer should be the first point of contact and will be in a position to supply
guarding parts as necessary or provide information to help you.



The Commission for Occupational Safety and Health Code of practice:
Safeguarding of machinery

Further information can be obtained from WorkSafe’s internet site
www.worksafe.wa.gov.au or by contacting customer service on 1300 307 877 or email
safety@commerce.wa.gov.au
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