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Questions have been raised about the ability of permit authorities to rely upon compliance 
certificates issued by local governments that are not registered as building service contractors.  
Compliance certificates mean:

• a certificate of design compliance issued for the purposes of section 20(1)(e) of the 
Building Act 2011, and 

• a certificate of construction compliance or a certificate of building compliance issued 
for the purposes of section 58(c).

The Building Services (Registration) Act 2011 section 7(2)(b) specifically exempts a public authority 
(which as defined in that Act includes a local government) from the need to be registered as a 
building service contractor to provide a prescribed building service – in this case issuing the above 
certificates.

Section 20(1)(e) of the Building Act 2011, when read in conjunction with the exemption in section 
7(2)(b) of the Building Services (Registration) Act 2011, enables a permit authority to rely upon 
compliance certificates issued by local governments for the purposes of section 20(1)(e) and 
section 58(c).  This intent was confirmed by the Second Reading Speech for the Building Bill 2010 
and its accompanying Explanatory Memorandum.

However, to put this matter beyond doubt, it is proposed that an urgent Bill to amend the Building 
Act 2011, by way of “avoidance of doubt provisions”, will be introduced to confirm the intent of the 
Act.  The Bill will also confirm the intent of certain other aspects of the Building Act 2011, including 
the application of building standards.  These amendments would have retrospective effect as from 
the commencement of the Building Act 2011 on 2 April 2012.

The Building Commission will in due course provide further details about the proposed 
amendments to be contained in the Bill.
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