
To Whom it May Concern, 
 
In light of the Government’s discussion paper to issue restricted plumbing permits to Remote 
Aboriginal Communities, Derby Plumbing and Gas’s position is generally positive to the possibility of 
introducing some form of license or permit scheme for non-licensed plumbers providing robust 
criteria are met. 
 
Derby plumbing and Gas is a local plumbing business in Derby, and remote plumbing in the 
Kimberley region has been a large portion of our business for a number of years. 

We too share the concerns of the MPGA that this proposal has the potential to erode the best 
practice standards upheld by the WA plumbing industry, and to increase the risk to public health and 
safety, however it is our position that provided the appropriate competency based training and 
assessment is provided,  a good outcome for all concerned parties can be achieved. 

It is my view that success of a scheme of this nature is largely dependent on engaging licensed 
experienced local plumbers, to provide assistance in the training process in local conditions and 
plumbing standards specific to WA. 

Derby Plumbing and Gas has experience in running an Indigenous Training program, and has had a 
number of Trades Assistants and Apprentices under is management. If any of the licensing options 
mentioned within the Consultation Paper become effective we would offer our services to train 
selected individuals to establish health and safety standards are met. 

Derby Plumbing is currently in discussions with John Devenny (Industrial Skills Lecturer-with a 
Plumbing background) from the Kimberley Training Institute, about developing a relationship 
between Derby Plumbing and Gas and their organisation to provide training and assessment with a 
registered training provider and local business should a scheme of this nature be implemented. 

I hope this feedback has been helpful and I look forward to seeing the progress of the Consultation 
paper. 

 

Kind regards 

Kristian Hardman 

Director 

 
 


