
Who we are 

The Department of Commerce’s Industry Participation Branch is managed by Stephen Grocott. The role of the branch is 
to assist competitive, local industry to participate in government procurement and contracting, and major mineral and 
energy activity taking place throughout the State. 

The Branch pursues this by: 

 Actioning the Western Australian Government’s Local Industry Participation Framework 

 Implementing the WA Government’s Building Local Industry Policy 

 Supporting the State Supply Commission in the application of the WA Government’s Buy Local Policy 

 Working with project proponents, industry advocacy groups and associations to consider local industry 
participation levels, outcomes, and domestic/international procurement and contracting trends that may impact 
local businesses 

 Leading Local Content Steering Committees and working groups 

 Promoting State and Commonwealth Government industry support programs 

 Providing input into Commonwealth policies and processes 

 

The State Government’s Local Industry Participation Framework was introduced in July 2011 to 
ensure opportunities from resource projects directly benefit Western Australian suppliers. 

The Framework has significantly strengthened the channels of communication between suppliers 
and project proponents, resulting in more than $43.5 billion worth of contracts being awarded to 
WA-based companies. 

The Framework has since been expanded to incorporate recent changes to the market. The new 
initiatives can be found in the November 2012 Local Content Report. 

 

Local industry participation statistics 

Studies 

The Department of Commerce, either independently or in association with the Commonwealth 
Government or industry groups, has commissioned several studies to identify emerging trends and 
issues in global markets that may have ramifications for local industry. 

Local Content Reports 

As part of the Western Australian Government’s actions to provide greater public transparency on 
local content matters, the Minister for Commerce provides bi-annual reports to State Parliament. 
The reports are intended to provide both Parliament and the people of Western Australia with a 
commentary on contemporary local industry participation trends and issues. 

The May 2013 Local Content Report is a progress report on the implementation of the Western 
Australian Government’s Local Industry Participation Framework, consequent actions and outcomes. The report is due to 
be tabled in Parliament shortly. 

  

http://www.commerce.wa.gov.au/ScienceInnovation/PDF/Publications/WA_Government_Local_.pdf
http://www.commerce.wa.gov.au/ScienceInnovation/PDF/Publications/LocalContentNovember.pdf
http://www.commerce.wa.gov.au/ScienceInnovation/Content/About_Us/Key_focus_areas/Local_Industry_Participation/State_Government_reports.html
http://www.commerce.wa.gov.au/ScienceInnovation/PDF/Publications/LocalContentMay2013.pdf


The Western Australian Government’s Building Local Industry Policy (BLIP) seeks to ensure that 
major project proponents are providing local companies with fair, full and reasonable opportunity 
to participate in projects underway in the State, both in the public and private sector. 

The BLIP requires that Industry Participation Plans be prepared for all: 

 State Government-funded projects or contracts meeting benchmark criteria 

 Private sector projects where the State Government makes a significant contribution 

As announced in the November 2012 Local Content Report, a review of the BLIP is currently 
underway. Go to industry participation policy and templates to download the reporting guidelines. 

 

$20,000 to boost competitiveness 

The Industry Facilitation and Support Program (IFSP) was launched in October 2011 to provide local suppliers with a 
financial incentive to undertake initiatives to build their competitiveness and productivity. 

The IFSP regional round is currently open to regionally-based small to medium sized enterprises. 

Funding eligibility includes: 

 Temporary expert assistance for prequalification 

 Improvements to internal business infrastructure 

 Specialist training 

This program is available to businesses supplying or seeking to supply to: 

 Mining industry 

 Resource processing 

 Gas, Water and/or Power supply 

 Construction of mining infrastructure 

 State, Local and Commonwealth Government agencies 

The IFSP regional round is funded by the State Government’s Royalties for Regions program which is administered 
through the Department of Regional Development and Lands. 

Business Development Information 
Briefings 

The Department of Commerce recently hosted its 8
th
 Royalties for Regions 

Business Development Information Briefing in Bunbury and attracted 
approximately 80 attendees. 

The briefings promote State and Federal Government assistance programs to 
SMEs to improve competitiveness and productivity. The sessions also enable 
local businesses to learn how to supply to major markets including resource 
projects and the State government. 

Similar sessions have been held in Geraldton, Kalgoorlie-Boulder, Albany, Collie, Mandurah, Northam and Karratha. 

Further information and video recordings of the previous briefings are available on the Department of Commerce website 

 

  

http://www.commerce.wa.gov.au/ScienceInnovation/PDF/Publications/Building_local_indus1.pdf
http://www.commerce.wa.gov.au/ScienceInnovation/Content/About_Us/Key_focus_areas/Local_Industry_Participation/Industry_participation_policy_.html
http://www.commerce.wa.gov.au/ScienceInnovation/Content/About_Us/Key_focus_areas/Local_Industry_Participation/business_development_briefings/index.html


Upcoming events 

Geotechnical Engineering and the Law 

Venue: Auditorium, Engineers Australia, 712 Murray Street, West Perth, WA 
Date: Tuesday, 9 July 2013 5.30 PM 
Hosted by: Australian Geomechanics Society and Engineers Australia 

Contact Leanne Hardwicke on (08) 9321 3340 or lhardwicke@engineersaustralia.org.au 

Enterprise Tuesday Program 

Venue: Innovation Centre, Enterprise Unit 3, 9 DeLaeter Way Technology 
Park 
Date: Tuesday, 13 August 2013  
Hosted by: the Department of Commerce 

Visit www.innovation.wa.gov.au or phone (08) 6461 5976 for further information. 

This page was last updated on Thursday, 20 June 2013. 

Did you know? 

MESCA Powering Ahead Nationally 

The Mining and Energy Services Council of Australia (MESCA), a 
National Body, is growing significantly in providing the opportunity for its 
members to gain an insight into greater opportunities for local industry 
participation in resource projects. 

The record attendance of over 300 participants at the recent Wheatstone 
Project Briefing in Perth is an indication of the acceptance of the way in 
which MESCA facilitates these regular meetings between Members and 
the Project Proponents. 

The opening address by Paul Miles, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Commerce, The Honourable Michael 
Mischin MLC, set the tone for future cooperation between State Government and our Members on local industry 
participation in the resource projects in the State. 

The networking between the Members, the Project team and the Contractors, provided direct access for the project 
proponents and the prospective suppliers, for mutual benefit. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, MESCA’s WA Development Manager said the outstanding success of the briefing was 
due to the cooperation MESCA received from the Bechtel / Chevron / Wheatstone Project Personnel, and their Tier 1 
Contractors, Thiess, John Holland and Monadelphous in their presentations, and the participation by the State 
Government. 

Australian Steel Institute 

In March 2013, the Australian Steel Institute (ASI) hosted a ‘Competing in the 
Global Economy’ session. Information was provided on the Prequalification 
Guidance Document which is designed to assist SMEs in understanding the 
systems and processes needed to win work with a prequalification 
requirement for tendering. 

Earlier this year, the ASI hosted ‘Construction of Government Builders WA’ 
which included information on the role of local engineering consultancies in 
dealing with the Department of Management and Works and related 
departments. 

http://australiangeomechanics.org/4387/geotechnical-engineering-and-the-law-3/
mailto:lhardwicke@engineersaustralia.org.au
http://innovation.wa.gov.au/programs-resources/enterprise-tuesday-program/
http://www.innovation.wa.gov.au/
http://www.mesca.com.au/
http://steel.org.au/


For information on future events, contact James England on (08) 9355 1544 or jamese@steel.org.au. 

Going Global Africa 

In December 2012, the Department of Commerce hosted a networking event called “Going Global Africa”. 90 attendees 
were present to hear Lycopodium, Ausdrill and Scanalyse impart their knowledge about how to service African markets. 

For information on future events, contact Amy Rundle on (08) 9263 8020 or amy.rundle@commerce.wa.gov.au 

Is your company looking to expand into African markets? 

Many Western Australian companies, across a broad range of sectors, having achieved success in the domestic market 
have subsequently chosen to take their business to overseas markets. While expanding into a foreign market is not 
without risks, the potential to service and supply multiple markets presents a high growth, investment opportunity. 

For Western Australian companies, the African continent is an increasingly popular destination for foreign investment. 
Companies that work within WA’s mining and resource industries are favourably placed, having developed a high degree 
of expertise in areas where there is often minimal African capacity to meet demand. 

With Africa’s vast and relatively untapped resources, there are growing opportunities for Australian companies that are 
seeking to service and supply mining, oil and gas and infrastructure projects. As there are improvements to regulatory 
environments and decreases in sovereign risk, there will be an increase in developing projects, presenting business 
opportunities for Australian companies. 

The Department of Commerce recognises the role that the State Government can play with assisting WA based 
companies to become export ready and compete in the global economy. 

If your company is currently looking at opportunities overseas, we would like to hear from you. 

Please complete a short survey or register your details to be informed of upcoming export related events and assistance 
programs. 

Regional company visits 

Earlier this month, members from the Industry Participation branch travelled to the South West and Pilbara region. The 
purpose of the visit was to promote the Industry Facilitation and Support Program (IFSP) regional round and to catch-up 
with IFSP recipients. 

South West 

Industry Participation Branch Manager, Sandra Daly, caught up with Geographe Enterprises during her recent visit to the 
South West. The Bunbury based company received a $25,000 grant through the IFSP in 2011 to undertake business 
enhancements. 

The company participated in the Bunbury Business Development Information Briefing which was held on Thursday, 13 
June. The company presented information on their experience through the IFSP and the outcomes they have achieved. 

Pilbara 

Mark Elliott recently met with successful IFSP Round 1 recipient Earthmoving Maintenance Solutions (EMS) during his 
recent visit to the Pilbara region. 

The company received $25,000 towards business software and implementation services. EMS Office Manager, Jessica 
Finch, credits their contract win with Rio Tinto’s Dampier Salt towards their improved internal business processes. 

The IFSP Round 1 has assisted a total of 14 companies across the Pilbara with some great outcomes. 

Case Officers 

mailto:jamese@steel.org.au
mailto:amy.rundle@commerce.wa.gov.au
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZRZVY3K
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ZRZVY3K
http://www.geographe.com.au/
http://www.commerce.wa.gov.au/ScienceInnovation/Content/About_Us/Key_focus_areas/Local_Industry_Participation/business_development_briefings/


The Industry Participation branch has case officers assigned throughout Western Australian. Contact Mark Elliot on (08) 
9263 8006 ormark.elliott@commerce.wa.gov.au to locate your case officer. 

Western Australian capability 

PERMAcast 

The evolution of Perth based PERMAcast has seen the company 
become a leading supplier of precast and pre-stressed concrete 
products to the resources and infrastructure sectors in Western 
Australia. 

PERMAcast&fsquo;s recent impressive resume of project experience 
includes some of the state’s largest resource and infrastructure 
projects such as Rio Tinto’s Dampier Salt Operations and Pilbara 
Expansion Projects; the Southern Sea Water Desalination Plant; the 
City East Great Eastern Highway Upgrade, the City Link Northbridge 
Rail Tunnel, Apache Energy’s VICP and the supply of 700+ manholes 
and other associated precast concrete products for Chevron’s Gorgon 
Project. 

PERMAcasts core focus lies in the efficient and timely production of quality products with an emphasis on safety, 
technical support and customer satisfaction. They aim to mitigate risk for their clients through a clear demonstration of 
quality, compliance and effective management and business systems. 

PERMAcast’s Managing Director, Alberto Ferraro credits their stream 
of success to their highly skilled engineering team and these well 
organised quality and business management systems. Additionally, 
PERMAcast operates a large scale modern precast facility and 
provides an enviable 250,000m2 of storage space. This allows 
PERMAcast to maximise production efficiencies and thus provide 
clients with the most cost competitive production solutions. 

PECOFacet Australia – Trading as 
Modular Engineering Company Pty Ltd 

PECOFacet Australia – Modular Engineering Division, strategically located at Perth’s Australian Marine Complex (AMC) 
in Henderson Western Australia, specialise in the design and supply of filtration contaminant handling solutions world-
wide. 

The company also provides for use in Australia and New Zealand, 
design and fabrication of AS1210 pressure equipment, pipe spooling, 
structural and plate-work packages. 

The AMC location has enabled PECOFacet Australia Director, John 
Davies, and his company of 25 staff to foster valuable business 
relationships with many companies at the Complex and both local and 
overseas companies involved in the regional resources industries. 

For example, PECOFacet Australia are currently fabricating a 450 
metre rated deep saturation diving system specifically for use in 
submarine rescue, This work is being carried out for AMC neighbours 
Divex Asia Pacific and their Russian partners Tetis Pro. The system is 
a unique design that houses 12 divers in saturation which in the event 
of a stricken submarine can also accommodate up to 60 submariners 
requiring decompression following rescue. 

Recent contracts for PECOFacet core products include the supply of a Diesel Separation skid package for DSME in 
Korea for Chevron's Wheatstone offshore gas processing platform; along with filtration and separation packages for 
Apache, ConocoPhillips, Chevron, APA, Enerflex and Woodside. 

mailto:mark.elliott@commerce.wa.gov.au
http://www.permacast.com.au/
http://www.pecofacet.com/AboutUs/Locations/PECOFacetAustralia.aspx


 


