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To: Plumbing Review Team 
 
The National Fire Industry Association (NFIA) is the leading Australian fire protection 
industry association which represents a wide and varied membership from the 
smallest sub-contractor through to large national and international organisations.  
Our aim is to maximise the Industry's potential to deliver world leading services and 
fire life safety systems to the Australian community. 
 
NFIA is committed to the delivery of competent persons to both the fire protection 
industry and the Australian community on all aspects of fire protection and life safety 
and we are actively involved at both a National and State level. 
 
Fire protection in Australia is typically achieved via three means: 

• Active fire protection - manual and automatic detection and suppression of 
fires, as in a Fire sprinkler system and/or Fire alarm system 

• Passive fire protection - use of integral, fire-resistance rated wall and floor 
assemblies or firewalls to form fire compartments to limit the spread of fire or 
occupancy separations. 

• Education 
 
NFIA believes that an appropriate regulatory framework should be one that protects 
the safety of the community and property, provides adequate consumer protection 
and recognises and accommodates industry practice and is linked to the national 
frameworks. 
 
The NFIA supports the Master Plumbers and Gasfitters Association of Western 
Australia’s position provided to you in February 2014 and we urge the adoption of 
the Plumbing Code of Australia in its entirety in Western Australia, in the first 
instance. 
 
In response to the the Department of Commerce Building Commission’s Position 
Paper “Adopting the Plumbing Code of Australia: Administration of Alternative 
Solutions” of 1 September 2014,  we put as our first position support for the adoption 
in full of the Plumbing Code of Australia.   
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If the proposed interim solution is put in place, industry will be required over a 
relatively short period of time, particularly in regulatory timeframes, to interpret and 
understand both this interim position and then the Plumbing Code of Australia. 
 
We hold the view that this introduces an element of confusion for participants in the 
sector that is not particularly warranted. 
 
While the proposal in 1 September 2014 position paper deals with the “plumbing” 
industry, it deals in no way with the fire protection aspects of the plumbing and 
services sector. Alternative Solutions used in the fire protection sector for AS2118 
Automatic Fire Sprinkler Systems and AS2419 Fire hydrant installations should be 
signed off by a qualified fire systems certifier who is either an engineer or the holder 
of a Fire Systems Design Diploma, a nationally recognised qualification. 
 
We would also urge that when the department comes to consider the definition for 
“plumbing” in the Plumbing Licensing Act 1995 that NFIA be given the opportunity to 
seek inclusion of “fire protection work” as undertaken by our members which is 
recognised in a number of other state legislative frameworks. 
 
NFIA would be pleased to speak to this submission if required or we can be 
contacted through either myself, 0402 237 613, or our National Executive Director, Ms 
Carmel Coate on 0418 177 531. 
 
Sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Andy Thomas 
President 
T:  0402 237 612 
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