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CLOISTERS SQUARE WA 6850 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
RE: Consultation Paper on basic plumbing repairs in Remote Aboriginal Communities. 
 
The Institute of Plumbing Australia does not in any way support the assumptions put in the consultation 
paper that the only way to fix a problem is to reduce the effectiveness of the people charged with carrying 
out the work.  It is disappointing that although mechanisms are in place for advice from industry leaders to 
be provided, after discussion, direct to the Plumbers Licensing Board, the body recognised by plumbers as 
the current plumbing regulator, this avenue has again been bypassed.  To build the case put in the 
consultation paper on a single statement in a somewhat outdated and flawed report indicates to us the lack 
of any real consultation and no understanding of the role that plumbing plays in protecting and improving 
public health and safety. 

In stating the problem the consultation paper references a 2013 report in the following quote “The 
Australian Government, as part of its ‘Closing the Gap’ initiative, published a resource sheet in December 
2013 titled ‘Housing strategies that improve Indigenous health outcomes’. It found that ‘dwellings in many 
remote Indigenous communities are in a poor state of repair and many households experience disruptions 
to their electricity and water supplies, mainly due to equipment failure (Australian Indigenous HealthInfoNet 
2008), with clearly documented negative impacts upon health, such as increased gastroenteritis and 
parasitic infections”.  Obviously it will be well out of the proposed scope for a limited permit system and 
partially trained persons to undertake the major plumbing works required to bring failed systems up to 
current regulations such as those reported at Jigalong in the West Australian 29-30, 2014.  

With the above in mind this current discussion is little more than a knee jerk reaction to six years of inaction 
blamed on the failed national licensing fiasco.  It should be remembered that the National Occupational 
Licensing Scheme (NOLS) was fully supported by the State and National Plumbing and Gasfitting industry 
prior to its abortion by ill-informed bureaucrats nor was it ever intended that NOLS would usurp local 
jurisdictional conduct rules. 

Whilst it is true that the idea of Limited Exemptions was included in Regulation Impact Statements (RISs) 
after the close of the NOLS industry advisory committees, those inclusions were not supported during the 
Advisory Committee stage nor by Industry at large during the consultative stage. 
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Reference is made to the restricted permit for water heater “like for like” changeover but as this permit is 
only available to fully trained and licensed electricians and gasfitters and is further restricted by very limited 
scope that does not allow alteration or repair of pipes and fittings there is no comparison between it and the 
proposal to allow non-trades to work on intimate parts of complex plumbing systems.  Speaking of heated 
water there is no mention of any training or experience required on heated water yet in a dwelling 50% of 
the water piping and fittings are connected to it and in the wrong hands water heaters become bombs and 
hot water burns in seconds! 

What we are saying is that it is past time to stop the quick fix mentality that persists during this long running 
review of plumbing legislation and take immediate steps to amend the Western Australian Plumbing Act to 
allow for a specialist Plumbing Technical Regulator (PTR) with jurisdiction over the whole state including 
powers to require property owners / occupiers to maintain plumbing systems in approved working order and 
to regulate by licensing, registration, permit or exemption persons able to design, install and maintain 
plumbing systems.  It is only then that it will be possible to safely regulate for and manage plumbing 
systems in remote communities. 

To be effective any special schemes to raise the health and wellbeing of remote communities must involve 
fully trained and licensed plumbers and any training schemes must relate to apprenticeships if we are going 
to provide long term fix to the problem and in any way honour a commitment to the Closing the Gap 
initiative.  

 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Stephen J Movley Hon.FIPA 
Institute Secretary 
 
Cc H Croxon, Chairman PLB 

 


