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BASIC PLUMBING REPAIRS IN REMOTE ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES 
 
Dear Madam/Sir, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Department of Commerce’s, 
Building Commission consultation paper on basic plumbing repairs in remote 
Aboriginal communities. 
 
At the outset it must be stated that the proposition that remote Aboriginal 
communities should be serviced by less than qualified and knowledgeable personnel 
is totally unacceptable, fully trained and professional plumbing skills are required as 
much in these remote communities as they are in city centres. While it may be that 
the plumbing installations meet a basic need the requirements of those communities 
with respect to their health and safety are as significant as those of people living in 
other communities across the country be they city based or remote. 
 
The World Health Organisation (WHO) states in the publication “Health Aspects of 
Plumbing” - It is vital that developing countries adopt or improve their plumbing 
practices taking into account the need to minimize the current and future risks of 
epidemics and diseases associated with poor plumbing. 
This statement sadly also applies in remote areas of Western Australia. 
 
Indeed, the United Nations Committee on Economic, Cultural and Social Rights has 
issued a statement declaring access to safe drinking-water to be a human right. The 
declaration reads: 
 

“Water is fundamental to life and health. The human right to water is indispensable 
for leading a healthy life in human dignity. It is a prerequisite to the realization of 
other human rights.” 
That right in my view extends to ensuring plumbing systems that deliver the water are 

effective and maintained to maximise the human health benefit to the beneficiaries of that 

service. 

 

It is essentially the maintenance of the water and sanitation services in these remote 
communities that the consultation paper seeks to address by reducing the level of 
qualification and skill required by those charged with maintaining the maintenance on 
these services. This is unacceptable. 
 
The Department of Commerce and other Western Australian Government agencies 
should be ensuring the implementation of proper accredited training in these 
communities to ensure the acquisition of the plumbing skills needed to address their 
needs by inhabitants of those communities which would then ensure the 
sustainability of these communities and the health and well being of their occupants. 
 

It appears that agencies and organisations from other states are able to resource 



effective plumbing training with remote Aboriginal communities, in Western Australia 
with outstanding results including the following; 

 Cooke and Dowsett Pty Ltd a Victorian Plumbing Contractor, created NUDJ a 
partnership with the Nirrumbuk Aboriginal Corporation, Jarimadangh Burru 
Aboriginal Corporation  and the plumber’s union. Nudj have created a 95% 
indigenous workforce through proper and structured  training programs, this 
included a plumbing apprentice of the year, and the first female indigenous 
plumber in Australia, who has evolved into a significant ambassador for trade 
training.  

 RMIT from Melbourne have been delivering training, in partnership with a 
number of Aboriginal remote communities in the Northern Territory with 
considerable success 

 
Again, from Health Aspects of Plumbing WHO makes the following points; 
 
“The system should be operating within a context of standards and codes, 
determined and overseen by qualified public authorities, that specify the 
requirements for its design, composition and management, and the training and 
practices of the plumbers and operators who build and maintain it. In places where 
these principles are not currently attainable, they should be regarded as high-priority 
goals to be achieved ----   based upon the need to preserve the health, safety and 
well-being of the people served by a plumbing system. Efforts should be made to 
promote public awareness of the benefits of quality plumbing and the dangers of an 
improperly installed plumbing system.” 
 
Surely it is not beyond the state of Western Australia to make a similar contribution 
to the health and welfare of remote Aboriginal communities to ensure they have the 
training, knowledge and skills to support the health and well being of these 
communities through the provision of safe and effective plumbing. 
 
Yours sincerely 
Stuart Henry 
 


